
Case summary
Leighton, a major construction company, engaged Exigent, 
a global alternative legal services provider, to respond to 
a government inquiry within a tight six-week deadline.

 ■ Exigent chose DISCO as the ediscovery platform to 
review the 14 TB of data (9 million documents)

 ■ Data collected from custodians in Hong Kong, review 
conducted by teams on four continents

 ■ DISCO’s high-speed uploader enabled transfer of 3 
TB/day

 ■ Thanks to AI-enabled predictive tagging, documents 
were prioritized to meet the deadline

The matter
The Hong Kong-based construction company received an 
inquiry into a project from the government and opted to partner 
with Exigent, a global alternative legal services provider, to 
sift through the massive amount of data (14 TB) within the strict 
six-week deadline. Exigent needed an ediscovery solution that 
could not only facilitate speed and accuracy, but could work 
across multiple continents, as the nine-million document review 
would be conducted by a team of 60 reviewers in South Africa 
and Australia in addition to the client in Hong Kong.

Exigent selected DISCO as the ediscovery platform because 
of its cloud-enabled review across the world, enhanced by 
artificial intelligence (AI).

14 Terabytes. 4 Continents.  
6 Weeks. Done.
Exigent and DISCO drive 40% cost reduction for Leighton Asia, a leading 
international construction company.

●■ Case study

“DISCO’s review platform is amazing. DISCO AI, its ECA 
capabilities, and their high-speed uploader were crucial 
in reviewing the mind-blowing 14 TB of data for our client 
quickly and efficiently.”

— Simon Meiklejohn 
Associate Director, Legal Solutions, Asia Pacific, Exigent
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●■ Case study 2

Transferring 14 TB of data across the globe
The matter required the data to be quickly and securely 
uploaded from Hong Kong into DISCO’s U.S.-based data centers 
for processing and review. Not only was 14 TB of data being 
transferred overseas, but users from four continents would need 
simultaneous access to the review database.

DISCO’s proprietary rapid upload technology was used to trans-
fer 3.1 TB per day halfway around the world, from Hong Kong 
to DISCO’s U.S. data centers. DISCO developed this technology 
to leverage Amazon Web Services (AWS) Transfer Acceleration, 
which connects to the nearest AWS edge location to drastically 
increase data upload speeds. The data was acquired by the 
end client and uploaded to DISCO over a two-week timeline, 
with a peak speed of 6.2 TB ingested into the DISCO review 
database in less than 36 hours.

DISCO’s parallel processing of data as it is uploaded allowed 
reviewers to start reviewing high-priority documents while the 
remainder of the data set was still being transferred.

Reducing 9M docs to 330K using DISCO AI
The next task was reducing the number of documents to stream-
line review. Here, DISCO’s AI capabilities played a significant role 
providing tag predictions and optimizing batches to contain 
responsive documents. Exigent used DISCO AI to reduce the 
review set from 9M to 1.2M documents.

By focusing on key document types with priority-ranked search 
terms, Exigent condensed this again to 330K files, maximizing 
efficiency and reducing the overall cost of the project.

Exigent was able to meet the client’s six-week review deadline 
due to the speed, optimization, and scalability of DISCO across 
the world. DISCO also provided on-the-ground project manage-
ment support in Cape Town and round-the-clock support from 
the U.S. and Europe across multiple time zones.
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An end-to-end, ‘round the world solution
DISCO provides a cloud-native ediscovery platform that auto-
matically scales computing power and storage to accommodate 
a matter of any size in real time. Leveraging the cloud also 
allows users to access their database from anywhere in the 
world with unprecedented speeds, while AI capabilities ensure 
reviewers can maximize their efficiency. This powerful technol-
ogy combined with comprehensive services makes DISCO the 
ideal fit for any ediscovery matter.

DISCO AI allowed the Exigent team 
to reduce their document set from 9M 

to 330K in less than six weeks
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